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BELGIUM (BELGIQUE, BELGIE) 

The Low Countries, known in the Middle Ages and Early Modern Period by the Latin name Belgica, were 
gradually assembled under the control of the Valois dukes of Burgundy and passed to the House of Habsburg 
through the marriage of Marie of Burgundy to the future emperor Maximilian I. In 1549 their grandson 
Charles I (Emperor Karl V) issued a pragmatic sanction uniting the seventeen provinces of the Low Countries 
for administrative purposes. When he abdicated in 1556, the area passed to the Habsburgs of Spain, but in the 
1570s most of it rebelled against Spanish rule. The secession of the Catholic southern provinces was forestalled 
by the forces of the duke of Parma, and unlike the Calvinist United Provinces in the north, the area remained 
under Spanish and then Austrian control until the French Revolutionary Wars, when it was annexed by France 
(in 1794). In 1814 the area became part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, but cultural and religious 
differences led to its secession in 1830 (recognized by the Netherlands in 1839), and the election of Leopold I of 
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha as king of the Belgians in 1831. Leopold I was influential with his niece, the British queen 
Victoria, and helped arrange her marriage to his nephew, Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha. Leopold II established 
the Congo Free State as apersonal dependency in 1885, but after the harsh exploitation of the population 
caused international outrage, it became a Belgian colony in 1908. Belgian Congo attained independence in 
i960. Although twice overrun by Germany during the world wars of the 20 th century, multi-lingual Belgium has 
retained its independence and territorial integrity. The constitutional monarchy has served as a unifying factor 
amidst the discreet linguistic, cultural, and economic regions that make up this relatively inextensive country. 

The names of monarchs in the list below are given in French and relevant foreign language (German or 
Spanish) forms for the rulers of the southern Netherlands down to 1794, and in French and Dutch forms for 
the kings of the Belgians ruling from 1831. 

Rulers of the (Southern) Netherlands 

House of Habsburg (Spain) 

1549—1556 Charles I (Karl V, Carlos I) ... son of king Felipe I of Castile; abdicated; Aragon, Castile, 
Sicily 1516—1556; Naples 1516—1554; Empire 1519—1558 

1556—1598 Philippe I (Felipe II), the Pmdent ... son of Charles II; Naples 15 54—1598; England 15 54— 
1558; Aragon, Castile,Sicily 1556—1598; Portugal 1581 — 1598 

1598—1601 Philippe II (Felipe III), the Pious ... son of Philippe I; abdicated; Aragon, Castile, Naples, 
Portugal, Sicily 1598—1621 

1601 —1621 Isabelle (Isabel) ... daughter of Philippe I; abdicated, died 1633 

& 1601 —1621 Albert (Albrecht) of Austria ... husband of Isabelle; son of emperor Maximilian II 

1621 —1665 Philippe III (Felipe IV), the Great ... son of Philippe II; also Aragon, Castile, Naples, Sicily; 

Portugal 1621 —1640 

1665—1700 Charles II (Carlos II), the Bewitched ... son ofPhilippe III; Aragon, Castile, Naples, Sicily 

House of Bourbon (France) 

1700—1713 Philippe IV (Felipe V) ... son of Louis, son of king Louis XIV of France by Marie-Therese, 

daughter ofPhilippe III; deposed; Aragon and Castile 1700—1714, Naples and Sicily 
1700—1713; Spain 1714—1724 and 1724—1746 
House of Habsburg (Austria) 

1713 —1740 Charles III (Karl VI) ... son of emperor Leopold I, son of emperor Ferdinand III by Marie - 

Anne, daughter ofPhilippe II; Empire, Bohemia, Hungary, Croatia 1711 —1740; Naples 
1713 —1734; Sardinia 1713 —1720; Sicily 1720—1734 

1740—1780 Marie-Therese (Maria Theresia) ... daughter of Charles III; Bohemia, Hungary, Croatia; 
Galicia and Lodomeria 1772—1780 
House of Habsburg-Lorraine (Austria) 

1780—1790 Joseph (Joseph II) ... son of Marie-Therese by emperor Franz I; Empire 1765 — 1790; Bohemia, 
Hungary, Croatia, Galicia and Lodomeria 1790—1792 

1790—1792 Leopold (Leopold II) ... brother of Joseph; also Empire, Bohemia, Hungary, Croatia, Galicia 
and Lodomeria 

1792—1794 Francois (Franz II) ... son of Leopold; Empire 1792—1806; Bohemia, Hungary, Croatia, 
Galicia and Lodomeria 1792—1835; Austria 1804—1835 

1794—1830 (to France 1794; to the Netherlands 1815) 
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Kings of the Belgians 

House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 

1831 — 1865 Leopold I (Leopold I) ... son of duke Franz of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld 
1865 — 1909 Leopold II (Leopold II) ... son ofLeopold I 

1909—1934 Albert I (Albert I) ... son of count Philippe (Filips) of Flanders, son ofLeopold I 1 
1934—1951 Leopold III (Leopold III) ... son of Albert I; abdicated, died 1983 1 
1951 —1993 Baudouin (Boudewijn) ... son ofLeopold III 
1993— zoi 3 Albert II (Albert II) ... son ofLeopold III; abdicated 
1013— Philippe (Filip 5 ) ... son of Albert II 


1 In exile during German occupation 1914—1918. 

1 In captivity during German occupation 1940—1944, remained in exile until 1950. 
5 The original Dutch name at birth was Filips. 



